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MAP OF LOCATIONS

Map source: eBird Trip Report

ITINERARY:
08 Sept 2022. Drive to Poconé, Transpantaneira road. South Wild (Santa Tereza).
09 Sept 2022. South Wild (Santa Tereza). Pixaim river.
10 Sept 2022. South Wild (Santa Tereza) – Porto Jofre. Jaguar suites.
11 Sept 2022. Corixo Preto. Three Brothers river. Jaguar suites.
12 Sept 2022. Corixo Preto. Three Brothers river. Jaguar suites.
13 Sept 2022. Corixo Preto. Three Brothers river. Posada Piquirí. Jaguar suites.
14 Sept 2022. Corixo Preto. Ibama Field Station. South Wild (Santa Tereza).
15 Sept 2022. South Wild (Santa Tereza). Pixaim river.
16 Sept 2022. South Wild (Santa Tereza). Posada Piuval.
17 Sept 2022. Piuval Ranch.
18 Sept 2022. Drive to Cuiabá. Departure.
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Blue-throated Piping-Guan, Pipile pipile.. D. Ascanio ©

The concept of beauty has different perspectives for humans. To some, it means
enormous architecture, fine styled landscaping, or astonishing clothing. For a birdwatcher or a
nature lover it has a different meaning, surely more profound. For us, beauty is a mixed of
colors, feelings, and perceptions. In all circumstances, beauty involves to being in a pristine area,
and feeling under the rules of nature. Said that, I believe that you agree with me in describing
these two weeks in Pantanal as a feeling of being submerged in pure nature beauty.
The list of meaningful experiences is endless, from wooden bridges washed by rivers to stalking
jaguars at the riverbank. Beauty was there in every sunrise and unimaginable sunsets, in
thunderous rainfall, in a Jabiru Stork carrying nesting material, an ocelot approaching silently to
a blind, or a shy Agami Heron searching for a small prey in shallow river water.
\
This one-of-a-lifetime tour started in the city of Cuiabá, with a short stop at side of a fruiting
mango tree that provided our first view of Yellow-chevron Parakeet and the well-dressed
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Double-collared Seedeater. We then continued our way south, towards Poconé, where the
Pantanal adventure started.
Among borrow pits packed with egrets, herons,
kingfishers, storks and Yacare Caiman, we made
stops in areas where we knew of key species for
the tour. One example was a break that offered
an excellent view of a Great Potoo. This
individual was found back in July by VENT
leader Kevin Zimmer and was still using the
same branch. Having it there for so long made
me think if by now it was nesting.
After a wonderful morning drive along the
impressive upper Pantanal, we arrived to South
Wild (previously Fazenda Santa Tereza) where a
delicious lunch waited for us, followed by a boat
trip to the Pixaim river.
After the mandatory short siesta we found
ourselves moving the boat only a short distance.
The reason? the number of birds was simply
unbelievable. “A pair of Donacobious”, Marcos
exclaimed. “An American Pygmy Kingfisher”,
was said from the second boat while a Sungrebe
was swimming under the shade of the gallery
forest. It was difficult to keep our eyes in a single species.

Exploring the Pixaim river meant an endless birding, but we had to return before dark to try for
the elusive Ocelot, from a blind inside the forest. For that, we walked before dusk to a
comfortable site with benches and waited until it got dark. Despite our effort, it seemed like it
wasn’t going to be a good evening. By 6:45PM no ocelot had showed off. But Marcos, our one
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and only Marcos asked us to wait. And it wasn’t in vain! Close to 07.00PM a wonderful ocelot
walked-in, took some meat, and gave us the opportunity to enjoy him at length. What a moment!

Ocelot, Leopardus pardalis. D. Ascanio ©

It was only the first full day and we had realized that the Pantanal is a biome of superlatives.
What seems exceptional in other destinations, is something regular here. The following day was
spent at South Wild. We decided to explore the gallery forest (a type of riverine forest) and the
river itself with the boats, for the afternoon. The forest provided excellent views of Mato Grosso
Antbird as well as various tyrant-flycatcher species. The boat, however, provided more
American Pygmy-Kingfishers and a wonderful view of an adult Agami Heron exploring a
shallow floodable plain near the forest.
Our tour continued with a drive further south into the heart of Jaguarland. Along the
Transpantaneira road we enjoyed more views of waterbirds, several pairs of ibises and storks,
few kingfishers and pairs of Muscovy Duck. Again, we couldn’t stop as much as we wanted,
because we had scheduled to explore our next destination that very same afternoon.
Nevertheless, we had some stakeouts for special birds, and that worked out incredibly well. The
most remarkable one, was seeing a pair of Scarlet-headed Blackbird that occurs exclusively in
reed-beds in southern Pantanal. Upon arrival to Porto Jofre, we took a short boat ride to the
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wonderful Jaguar Suites, a floating hotel perfectly located to look for jaguars, macaws, and other
wildlife.

Scarlet-headed Blackbird, Amblyramphus holosericeus. D. Ascanio ©

Being here was the main reason for this tour. That is because jaguars (and cats, in general) have
always been a fascination to human beings. They project an image of power, dominance and
indomitable temperament. Jaguars are said to have the strongest bite force among cats and being
about nine times stronger than human beings. They are excellent swimmers and kill their prey
with an impressive precision when jumping by surprise and bite the neck of it. We know that
jaguar territory has been shrinking and despite all the world legislation to protect it (banning
hunting, skin, and pet trade), they continue to be in the scope of illegal trade and habitat loss.
Most humans, from their childhood, get to know what a jaguar is, but only few get to see one in
the wild.
With the aura of mystery, power and beauty that surrounds the jaguar, we came here, not only to
see them, but to learn about their habits and natural history. We took daily boat trips to the area
where jaguars have been found, and what an experience we had.
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Jaguar, Panthera onca. D. Ascanio ©

Jaguar, Panthera onca. D. Ascanio ©

Three full days and two half-days were dedicated mainly, to look for jaguars. And it paid well.
We got to see seven individuals, from full grown females to cubs learning from them. We saw
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jaguars stalking, hunting, walking, aiming at us, swimming, playing, and resting. It was a
complete immersion to a jaguar experience! In addition, we got extraordinary views of Giant
River Otter and Hyacinth Macaws, a couple of dozens of waterbirds and unique avifauna. Every
day seemed to offer an unbeatable experience and only later, the day after, we got it even better!

Rufescent Tiger-Heron, Tigrisoma lineatum. D. Ascanio ©

Yet, we accompanied jaguars walking (from our boat). Also, we “sailed” the river with a group
of Giant River Otter and felt flying with macaws crossing the immensity of the Pantanal. We
observed, perplexed, how a juvenile Rufescent Tiger-Heron swallowed an armored catfish, with
all spines up! Also, experienced how a Great Black Hawk sat, almost imperceptible, close to a
Cocoi Heron to chase it away after it has caught a fish. It was, as I said before, nature ruling.

Jaguar. Female with cub, Panthera onca. D. Ascanio ©

In one morning, we stopped the boat next to a family or Giant River Otter. The speed to which
they were digesting fish and showing the power of their mandibles was breathtaking. They
seemed like kings of the rivers and are known archenemies of the jaguar. Upon our question
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about otters’ diet, we were astonished to know that (in average) a single individual can digest
from six to nine pounds of fish, per day!

Giant River Otter, Pteronura brasiliensis. D. Ascanio ©

Jabiru, Jabiru mycteria. D. Ascanio ©

Back to Porto Jofre, we had a good time in the marshes nearby and added six species of
sandpipers, Paraguayan Snipe, ibises, storks and more Scarlet-headed Blackbirds to our list. But
what we had in mind were the wooden bridges. In our way down, a piece of wood board jammed
9

into the rear suspension of the bus. After much pushing and sweating, our driver Junior and
Marcos got it out and we continued. Upon my words of gratitude, he replied with a big smile:
“this is the way the Pantanal is!”.
We continued our drive north and paid a visit to the old Ibama Field Station, which offered views
of Yellow-collared Macaw, Dull-collared Attila and a pair of the wonderful Pale-crested
Woodpecker.

Pale-crested Woodpecker, Celeus lugubris. D. Ascanio ©

Back for a full day in South Wild allowed us to focus on species still needed to be seen. We used
a good time trying to located the vocal Small-billed Tinamou (some tour participants got to see it
well!) and other target species including various tyrant-flycatchers and antwrens Also, we
discussed the dynamics of the Pantanal, where most areas remain virtually under water for about
half of the year and in other months it auffers an amazing hydric stress. In the evening outing we
loved seeing Band-tailed Nighthawks flying around us and enjoy the orchestra of the forest,
including chachalacas, toucans, nightjars and macaws. We felt as part, again, of this wonderful
biome.
Towards the last days of the tour, we dedicated a day and a half to the upper Pantanal, with a
visit to Piuval ranch. Richness here was higher, with more forest and therefore, an ample
selection of birds, from enormous Greater Rhea to small White-fronted Woodpecker.
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Greater Rhea, Rhea americana. D. Ascanio ©

In the last two nights we loved experiencing the shift of day life to night creatures. The skies
turned pink, orange, and red, and such dim light gave us the opportunity to look for owls,
nightjars and potoos. Also, for birds that leaves the forest edge to grassy areas in search for seeds
such as the Undulated Tinamou. Besides the night life, we were accompanied by the Milky Way
and Scorpious (constellation). The scene was complete: few fireflies, several small beetles, a
croaking tree frog, marine toads and the skies dressed in white dots. In a patch of forest, we
dropped our jaw when seeing a Black-banded Owl calling and later, a Common Pauraques
singing. It was all magical.
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Black-banded Owl, Ciccaba huhula. D. Ascanio ©

In our last morning we were still missing a target species, the Giant Anteater. We weren’t going
to leave the Pantanal without another try. For that, we met before dawn and drove towards an
area with an extensive grassland and termite mounts. After a short drive, we parked the bus and
walked for a while along the road.
We looked around and listened, once more, the orchestra of birds at dawn. Red-legged Seriemas
gave their unique and loud call, macaws flew overhead, parrots were commuting to their
foraging grounds and the cacophony of chachalacas exploded with the first light. We walked
silently, determined to find our target… and the Giant Anteater showed up.
But, how did it happened? Here is a key word: “easy”. It was our one and only Marcos who saw
it first. He approached to us and said, “there is a Giant Anteater”. He added: “if we wait
patiently, he’s going to walk across the road”. And, like a magician that sees the future, sure
enough the anteater crossed the road, literally in front of us. After it had walked by, we
celebrated this grand-finale with hugs for batting such a grand-slam. But, why the word “easy”
became our “trending topic”? Well, it was because we noticed that every time that Marcos found
12

2022 VENT Brazil: Pantanal Safari

something almost impossible to be seen, and after our question “how did you see that?”, he
would replied in a calm manner and a soft smile: “it was easy!”.

Giant Anteater, Myrmecophaga tridactyla. D. Ascanio ©

It has been a privileged and a pleasure to have worked with my colleague Marcos Felix and an
honor to be your VENT leader. Please, consider joining me in other destinations, equally
contrasting and hosting a unique flora a fauna. Some of these tours and cruises are:
The Amazon Cruise
Photo album (2022 cruise):
https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidascanio/albums/72177720296806653
Video (2016 cruise):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1b3xYG0cPSo
Costa Rica Relaxed & Easy
Photo album (2021 tour):
https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidascanio/albums/72157720089099045
Video (2015 tour):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzgD6NfVNSE
Cuba: Supporting the Cuban people while birding this amazing island.
Photo álbum (2022 tour):
https://www.flickr.com/photos/davidascanio/sets/72157643519265893/
Video (2015 tour):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylRHvB1jzdI
I look forward to seeing you in another VENT tour!
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Hyacinth Macaw, Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus. D. Ascanio ©

Black-collared Hawk, Busarellus nigricollis. D. Ascanio ©
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KEY:
UP = Upper Pantanal (Cuiabá – Poconé – Piuval ranch).
LP = Lower Pantanal (South Wild – Porto Jofre – Encontro das Aguas state park).
E = Regional endemic.
H = Heard only.

BIRDS:
Rheidae (Rheas)
Greater Rhea (Rhea americana) – UP.

Tinamidae (Tinamous)
Undulated Tinamou (Crypturellus undulatus) – Widespread.
Small-billed Tinamou (Crypturellus parvirostris) – LP.

Undulated Tinamou, Crypturellus undulatus. D. Ascanio ©

Anhimidae (Screamers)
Southern Screamer (Chauna torquata) – LP.

Anatidae (Ducks, Geese & Swans)
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) – UP.
Muscovy Duck (Cairina moschata) - UP
Brazilian Teal (Amazonetta brasiliensis) - UP
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Cracidae (Guans, Chachalacas & Allies)
Chaco Chachalaca (Ortalis canicollis) – Widespread.
Chestnut-bellied Guan (Penelope ochrogaster) – E.
Blue-throated Piping-Guan (Pipile cumanensis grayi) – Widespread.
Red-throated Piping-Guan (Pipile cujubi) – LP. Sometimes treated as conspecific with the
previous species and called Common Piping-Guan.
Bare-faced Curassow (Crax fasciolata) – LP and UP. Great studies!

Columbidae (Pigeons & Doves)
Rock (Feral) Pigeon (Columba livia) – Cuiabá.
Pale-vented Pigeon (Patagioenas cayennensis) – Widespread.
Picazuro Pigeon (Patagioenas picazuro) – Widespread.
Ruddy Ground-Dove (Columbina talpacoti) – Widespread.
Scaled Dove (Columbina squammata) – Widespread.
Picui Ground-Dove (Columbina picui) – LP.
Blue Ground-Dove (Claravis pretiosa) – LP.
Long-tailed Ground-Dove (Uropelia campestris) – LP.
White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi) – Widespread.
Eared Dove (Zenaida auriculata) – LP.

Cuculidae (Cuckoos & Anis)
Guira Cuckoo (Guira guira) – Widespread.
Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani) – Widespread.
Squirrel Cuckoo (Piaya cayana) – Widespread.

Caprimulgidae (Nightjars & Allies)
Nacunda Nighthawk (Podager nacunda) – UP. Scoped.
Band-tailed Nighthawk (Nyctiprogne leucopyga) – LP. Great studies!
Common Pauraque (Nyctidromus albicollis) – Widespread.
Little Nightjar (Setopagis parvula) - LP.
Spot-tailed Nightjar (Caprimulgus maculicaudus) – H. LP.
Rufous Nightjar (Antrostomus rufus) - LP.

Nyctibiidae (Potoos)
Great Potoo (Nyctibius grandis) – Super views! UP, LP.
Common Potoo (Nyctibius griseus) – LP. Scoped!

Trochilidae (Hummingbirds)
Buff-bellied Hermit (Phaethornis subochraceus) – LP.
White-tailed Goldenthroat (Polytmus guainumbi) – LP, UP.
Black-throated Mango (Anthracothorax nigricollis) – LP.
Fork-tailed Woodnymph (Thalurania furcata) – Widespread.
Glittering-throated Emerald (Amazilia fimbriata) – Widespread.
Gilded Hummingbird (Hylocharis chrysura) – LP.

Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules & Coots)
Gray-cowled Wood-Rail (Aramides cajaneus) – Widespread.
Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinicus) – LP.
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Heliornithidae (Finfoots)
Sungrebe (Heliornis fulica) – LP. Wonderful views of juveniles, females and adult male.

Aramidae (Limpkin)
Limpkin (Aramus guarauna) – LP.

Recurvirostridae (Avocets & Stilts)
Black-necked (White-backed) Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) – LP, UP. Treated as a separate
species by some, given distinctive plumage. Nevertheless, overlap and hybridization of both
morphs is reported.

Charadriidae (Plovers & Lapwings)
Pied Lapwing (Vanellus cayanus) – LP, UP.
Southern Lapwing (Vanellus chilensis) – Widespread.
Collared Plover (Charadrius collaris) – LP.

Jacanidae (Jacanas)
Wattled Jacana (Jacana jacana) – Widespread.

Scolopacidae (Sandpipers & Allies)
White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis) – LP.
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) – LP.
Paraguayan Snipe (Gallinago paraguaiae) – LP.
Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia) – Widespread.
Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) – Widespread.
Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) – LP.
Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) – LP, UP.

Laridae (Gulls, Terns & Skimmers)
Yellow-billed Tern (Sterna superciliaris) – LP.
Large-billed Tern (Phaetusa simplex) – Widespread.
Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) – LP.

Eurypygidae (Sunbittern)
Sunbittern (Eurypyga helias) – LP. Wonderful views of an individual with open wings.

Ciconidae (Storks)
Maguari Stork (Ciconia maguari) – LP.
Jabiru (Jabiru mycteria) – LP, UP. Great views of large concentrations in remaining wetlands
along the Transpantaneira road.
Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) – Widespread.

Anhingidae (Anhingas & Darters)
Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) – LP.

Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants)
Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) – Widespread.
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Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets & Bitterns)
Rufescent Tiger-Heron (Tigrisoma lineatum) – Widespread.
Cocoi Heron (Ardea cocoi) – Widespread.
Great Egret (Ardea alba) – Widespread.
Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) – Widespread.
Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea) – UP.
Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) – Widespread.
Striated Heron (Butorides striatus) – Widespread.
Agami Heron (Agamia agami) – LP.
Whistling Heron (Syrigma sibilatrix) – LP, UP.
Capped Heron (Pilerhodias pileatus) – LP.
Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) – Widespread.
Boat-billed Heron (Cochlearius cochlearius) – LP. Few in Pixaim river.

Threskiornithidae (Ibises & Spoonbills)
Green Ibis (Mesembrinibis cayennensis) – LP, UP.
Bare-faced Ibis (Phimosus infuscatus) – Widespread.
Plumbeous Ibis (Theristicus caerulescens) – Widespread although always in low numbers.
Buff-necked Ibis (Theristicus caudatus) – Widespread. Low density.
Roseate Spoonbill (Ajaia ajaja) – LP, UP.

Cathartidae (New World Vultures)
Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) – Widespread.
Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) – Widespread. Resident subspecies.
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture (Cathartes burrovianus) – LP.

Pandionidae (Osprey)
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) – UP.

Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles & Kites)
Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) - CH
Black-collared Hawk (Busarellus nigricollis) – Widespread.
Snail Kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis) – LP.
Plumbeous Kite (Rosthramus sociabilis) – UP.
Long-winged Harrier (Circus buffoni) – LP.
Crane Hawk (Geranospiza caerulescens) – UP.
Savanna Hawk (Buteogallus meridionalis) – Widespread.
Great Black-Hawk (Buteogallus urubitinga) – LP, UP.
Roadside Hawk (Buteo magnirostris) – Widespread.
Harri’s Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) – LP. An uncommon species iN pantanal. Seen twice.
White-tailed Hawk (Buteo albicaudatus) – UP.
Zone-tailed Hawk (Buteo albonotatus) – UP.

Tytonidae (Barn Owls)
Barn Owl (Tyto alba) – LP.

Strigidae (Typical Owls)
Tropical Screech-Owl (Megascops choliba) – H, UP.
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Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) – LP. Superb views at night in South Wild. Vocally
different from their North American counterparts. I wouldn’t be surprised if gets split after a
taxonomic revision.
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium brasilianum) – LP.
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) – UP.
Black-banded Owl (Ciccaba huhula) – UP. Surpirsing good views of a vocal individual.

Trogonidae (Trogons & Quetzals)
Blue-crowned Trogon (Trogon curucui) – LP, UP.

Alcedinidae (Kingfishers)
Ringed Kingfisher (Ceryle torquata) – Widespread.
Amazon Kingfisher (Chloroceryle amazona) – Widespread.
Green Kingfisher (Chloroceryle americana) – LP.
Green-and-rufous Kingfisher (Chloroceryle inda) - LP. Seen in flight and briefly perched.
American Pygmy Kingfisher (Chloroceryle aenea) – LP. Superb views!

Bucconidae (Puffbirds)
Black-fronted Nunbird (Monasa nigrifrons) – Widespread.

Galbulidae (Jacamars)
Rufous-tailed Jacamar (Galbula ruficauda) – Widespread.

Toco Toucan, Ramphastos toco. D. Ascanio ©

Ramphastidae (Toucans & Aracaris)
Chestnut-eared Araçari (Pteroglossus castanotis) – UP.
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Toco Toucan (Ramphastos toco) – LP, UP. Pairs or small groups were seen frequently. Always
enjoyed by everyone!

Picidae (Woodpeckers & Allies)
White-wedged Piculet (Picumnus albosquammatus) – Widespread. Low density.
White Woodpecker (Melanerpes candidus) – LP. Heard by most, seen by few..
White-fronted Woodpecker (Melanerpes cactorum) – UP. Great views of an individual
reaching its nest site.
Little Woodpecker (Veniliornis passerinus) – Widespread.
Lineated Woodpecker (Dryocopus lineatus) – UP.
Cream-colored Woodpecker (Celeus flavus) – UP.
Pale-crested Woodpecker (Celeus lugubris) – LP.
Blond-crested Woodpecker (Celeus flavescens) – LP. Super views. An astonishing
woodpecker!
Golden-green Woodpecker (Piculus chrysochloros) – LP.
Campo Flicker (Colaptes campestris) – LP, UP.

Cariamidae (Seriemas)
Red-legged Seriema (Cariama cristata) – UP. What a wonderful voice at dawn!

Collared Forest-Falcon, Micrastur semitorquatus. D. Ascanio ©

Falconidae (Falcons & Caracaras)
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Collared Forest-Falcon (Micrastur semitorquatus) – LP. Amazing views of a female that took
the nest site from a pair of a Hyacinth Macaw. An unforgettable experience!
Crested Caracara (Caracara plancus) – Widespread.
Aplomado Falcon (Falco femoralis) – LP, UP.
Bat Falcon (Falco rufigularis) – UP.

Psittacidae (Parrots, Macaws & Allies)
Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus) – Widespread.
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet (Brotogeris chiriri) – Widespread.
Scaly-headed Parrot (Pionus maximilliani) – UP. Seen only once.
Turquoise-fronted Parrot (Amazona aestiva) - Widespread.
Orange-winged Parrot (Amazona amazonica) – UP.
Hyacinth Macaw (Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus) – Pairs in all locations. We never got tired to
seeing this splendid macaw.
Peach-fronted Parakeet (Aratinga aurea) – LP.
Nanday Parakeet (Aratinga nenday) – UP. Super views!
Yellow-collared (Golden-collared) Macaw (Primolius auricollis) – LP. Only in two locations.
Excellent views!
Blue-crowned Parakeet (Aratinga acuticaudata) – UP. Superb views.
White-eyed Parakeet (Aratinga leucophthalmus) – UP.

Thamnophilidae (Typical Antbirds)
Great Antshrike (Taraba major) – LP, UP.
Barred Antshrike (Thamnophilus doliatus) – LP, UP.
Planalto Slaty-Antshrike (Thamnophilus pelzelni) – H. LP.
Black-bellied Antwren (Formicivora melanogaster) – UP.
Rusty-backed Antwren (Formicivora rufa) – LP.
Mato Grosso Antbird (Cercomacra melanaria) – LP, UP.

Furnariidae (Ovenbirds & Woodcreepers)
Olivaceous Woodcreeper (Sittasomus griseicapillus griseicapillus) – LP. Not surprisingly, the
voice of this individual differs from those in N South America. Its been know that this might be
split into about six or seven species. Keep track of it!
Planalto Woodcreeper (Dendrocolaptes platyrostris) – UP.
Great Rufous Woodcreeper (Xiphocolaptes major) – UP. Superb studies of this giant!
Straight-billed Woodcreeper (Dendroplex picus) – UP.
Red-billed Scythebill (Campylorhamphus trochilirostris lafresnayanus) – LP. Another species
subject to a future split, and probably a distribution arrangement.
Narrow-billed Woodcreeper (Lepidocolaptes angustirostris) – Widespread.
Pale-legged Hornero (Furnarius leucopus) – LP.
Rufous Hornero (Furnarius rufus) – Widespread.
Rufous-fronted Thornbird (Phacellodomus rufifrons) – LP.
Greater Thornbird (Phacellodomus ruber) – LP.
Rusty-backed Spinetail (Cranioleuca vulpina) – LP.
Rufous Cacholote (Pseudoseisura unirufa) – LP, UP.
Yellow-chinned Spinetail (Certhiaxis cinnamomea) – Widespread in wetlands.
Chotoy Spinetail (Schoeniophylax phryganophila) – LP.
White-lored Spinetail (Synallaxis albilora) – UP.
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Pipridae (Manakins)
Helmeted Manakin (Antilophia galeata) – LP, UP. Male was seen incredibly well. What a
beauty!

Tityridae (Tityras, Becards & Allies)
White-naped Xenopsaris (Xenopsaris albinucha) – LP.
Green-backed Becard (Pachyramphus viridis) – LP.

Tyrannidae (Tyrant Flycatchers)
Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus striaticollis) – LP.
Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant (Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer) – LP, UP.
Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher (Poecilotriccus latirostris) – H, LP.
Common Tody-Flycatcher (Todirostrum cinereum) – Widespread.
Yellow-olive Flycatcher (Tolmomyias sulphurescens pallescens) – Widespread. A dull looking
bird with broad bill and a fascinating taxonomy. Expect multiple species being split from this
one, and probably common name change! This group has been alternatively called “flatbills”.
Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma obsoletum) – Widespread.
Forest Elaenia (Myiopagis gaimardii) – LP, UP.
Large Elaenia (Elaenia spectabilis) – LP, UP. Few individuals observed.
Lesser Elaenia (Elaenia chiriquensis) – UP.
Rufous-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant (Euscarthmus meloryphus) – LP. Superb views!
Plain Tyrannulet (Inezia inornata) – Widespread.
Euler’s Flycatcher (Lathrotriccus euleri) – LP. Nice studies.
Fuscous Flycatcher (Cnemotriccus fuscatus bimaculatus) – LP.
Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus) – Widespread.
White-rumped Monjita (Xolmis velatus) – LP, UP.
White-headed Marsh-Tyrant (Arundinicola leucocephala) – LP.
Cattle Tyrant (Machetornis rixosa) – Wideapread.
Black-backed Water-Tyrant (Fluvicola albiventer) – Widespread.
Dull-capped (White-eyed) Attila (Attila boliviana) – LP. Superb nice studies!
Rufous Casiornis (Casiornis rufus) – LP, UP.
Short-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus ferox) – Widespread.
Brown-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus tyrannulus) – LP.
Cattle Tyrant (Machetornis rixosa) – Widespread.
Lesser Kiskadee (Pitangus lictor) – Common in LP, uncommon in UP.
Great Kiskadee (Pitangus sulphuratus) – Widesread.
Boat-billed Flycatcher (Megarynchus pitangua) – LP, UP.
Rusty-margined Flycatcher (Myiozetetes cayanensis) – Widespread.
Streaked Flycatcher (Myiodynastes maculatus) – LP. Austral migrant subspecies.
Piratic Flycatcher (Legatus leucophaius) – LP.
Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus) – Widespread.
Fork-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus savanna) – UP.

Vireonidae (Vireos & Greenlets)
Rufous-browed Peppershrike (Cyclarhis gujanensis) – H.
Ashy-headed Greenlet (Hylophilus pectoralis) – LP, UP.

Corvidae (Crows, Jays & Magpies)
Purplish Jay (Cyanocorax cyanomelas) – Widespread.
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Donacobiidae (Donacobius)
Black-capped Donacobius (Donacobius atricapilla) – LP. A great choreography dancer!

Hirundinidae (Swallows & Martins)
Southern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis) – Widespread.
Gray-breasted Martin (Progne chalybea) – Widespread.
Brown-chested Martin (Progne tapera) – Widespread. Austral migrant subspecies.
White-winged Swallow (Tachycineta albiventer) – Widespread.
Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) – LP. Apparently, these individuals were just arriving given
their behavior of being continuously foraging.

Polioptilidae (Gnatcatchers & Gnatwrens)
Masked Gnatcatcher (Polioptila dumicola) – Widespread.

Troglodytidae (Wrens)
Thrush-like Wren (Campylorhynchus turdinus) – Widespread.
Buff-breasted Wren (Cantorchilus leucotis) – LP, UP – in riverine habitat.

Mimidae (Mockingbirds & Thrashers)
Chalk-browed Mockingbird (Mimus saturninus) – UP.

Turdidae (Thrushes & Allies)
Rufous-bellied Thrush (Turdus rufiventris) – LP, and more widespread in UP.
Creamy-bellied Thrush (Turdus amaurochalinus) – LP, UP.

Passeridae (Old World Sparrows)
House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) – Cuiabá.

Motacillidae (Wagtails & Pipits)
Yellowish Pipit (Anthus lutescens) – LP, UP. Excellent views!

Fringillidae (Finches & Eauphonias)
Purple-throated Euphonia (Euphonia chlorotica) – LP, UP.

Passerellidae (New World Sparrows)
Grassland Sparrow (Ammodramus humeralis) – UP. Nice studies.

Icteridae (Orioles, Blackbirds & Allies)
Crested Oropendola (Psarocolius decumanus) – UP.
Solitary Black Cacique (Cacicus solitarius) – LP. Wonderful studies of a pair weaving their
nest.
Yellow-rumped Cacique (Cacicus cela) – Widespread but not numerous.
Variable Oriole (Icterus pyrrhopterus) LP.
Orange-backed Troupial (Icterus croconotus) – LP, UP.
Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis) – Widespread but not numerous.
Giant Cowbird (Molothrus oryzivorus) – Widespread but not numerous.
Scarlet-headed Blackbird (Amblyramphus holosericeus) – LP. Simply astonishing!!
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Chopi Blackbird (Gnorimopsar chopi) – Widespread.
Grayish Bay-winged (Agelaioides badius badius) – Widespread. Previously considered a
cowbird and a sister species with Shiny Cowbird.
Unicolored Blackbird (Agelasticus cyanopus) – LP.

Parulidae (New World Warblers)
Tropical Parula (Parula pitiayumi) – LP, UP.
Flavescent Warbler (Basileuterus flaveolus) – LP.

Thraupidae (Tanagers, Seedeaters & Allies)
Red-crested Cardinal (Paroaria coronata) – Mostly reported in LP. A single one seen in UP.
Yellow-billed Cardinal (Paroaria capitata) – Widespread.
Hooded Tanager (Nemosia pileata) – UP.
Silver-beaked Tanager (Ramphocelus carbo) – Widespread.
Sayaca Tanager (Thraupis sayaca) – Widespread.
Palm Tanager (Thraupis palmarum) – Widespread.
Swallow Tanager (Tersina viridis) – LP.
Blue Dacnis (Dacnis cayana) – LP.
Chestnut-vented Conebill (Conirostrum speciosum) – UP.
Saffron Finch (Sicalis flaveola) – Widespread.
Blue-black Grassquit (Volatinia jacarina) – Widespread.
White-bellied Seedeater (Sporophila leucoptera) – LP.
Double-collared Seedeater (Sporophila caerulescens) – UP.
Red-crested Finch (Coryphospingus cucullatus) – Superb studies in LP and UP.
Bananaquit (Coereba flaveola) – Widespread.
Black-throated Saltator (Saltator atricollis) – UP.
Blue-gray Saltator (Saltator coerulescens) – LP, UP.

MAMMALS:
Six-banded Armadillo (Euphractus sexcinctus) – Distant but fair view. UP.
Giant Anteater (Myrmecophaga tetradactyla) – Superb views on an individual crossing the
road. UP.
Southern Tamandua (Tamandua tridactyla) – Superb views on an individual moving across a
grassland to reach a tree to roost. UP.
Black-tailed Marmoset (Callithrix melanurus) – Great views of a troop. UP.
Brown (Tufted) Capuchin (Cebus apella) – Widespread.
Black Howler Monkey (Alouatta caraya) – LP.
Capybara (Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris) – Widespread.
Azara’s Agouti (Dasyprocta azarae) – UP.
Tropical Cottontail (Sylvilagus brasiliensis) – LP.
Long-nosed Bat (Rhynchonycteris naso) – LP.
Lesser Bulldog Bat (Noctilio albiventris) – LP.
Greater Bulldog Bat (Noctilio leporinus) – LP, UP.
Ocelot (Leopardus pardalis) – LP. Wonderful views of a single individual habituated to feed on
chicken in South Wild. LP.
Jaguar (Panthera onca) – Daily encounters for a total of 7 individuals. Simply unbelievable. It
was a dream come true.
Giant River Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis) – Three encounters with family groups. We “sailed”
with one group as it was moving along the river (keeping safe distance for them). It was magical!
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Crab-eating Fox (Coati) (Cerdocyon thous) – LP,UP.
Marsh Deer (Blastocerus dichotomus) – Mostly LP. Great views!
Red Brocket Deer (Mazama americana) – UP. Briefly seen in Piuval.

OTHER SPECIES:
Yacaré Caiman (Caiman yacare) – Widespread. Once considered conspecific with Spectacled
Caiman.
Tree frog sp. (Lepidactilus and Rhinella). Members of both genera were reported. LP.
Ameiva Lizard (Ameiva ameiva) – Widespread.
Golden Tegu (Tupinambis teguixin) – LP.
Black-and-white Tegu (Tupinambis meriana) – UP.
Iguana (Iguana iguana) – Widespread.
Yellow Anaconda (Eunectes notaeus) – Astonishing view of two individuals, in two
consecutive days!
Tiger Snake (Spilotes pullatus) – LP.
Yellow-tailed Cribo (Drymarchon corais) – LP (photographed by Rich in his private drive!)
Parrot or Racer Snake (Chironius sp.) – Seen twice in LP.
Red-footed Tortoise (Chelonoidis carbonarius) – UP. Superb views!

Yellow Anaconda, Eunectes notaeus. D. Ascanio ©
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